Delegate to Montevideo 


fore proceeding to Montevideo, the capital of Uruguay, to attend the 

venth International Conference of American States—popularly known as ‘ 
the Pan American Conference—Sefiora Margarita Robles de Mendoza (right), 
Mexican member of the Inter American Commission of Women and a mem- 
ber of the Mexican delegation to the Montevideo Conference, visited the 
headquarters of the Inter American Commission of Women in the Pan Ameri- 
can Union Building in Washington to confer with Doris Stevens, Director 

of Research of the Commission. 
In the picture Sefiora Mendoza is being welcomed by Anne Carter of Texas, 
a member of the Commission's Research Committee. 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN'S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 
to secure for women complete equality 
with men under the law and in all human 


relationships. 


IHE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


Senate Joint Resolution Number 1] 
House Joint Resolution Number 1] 


Introduced in the Senate March 10 1933, 
by Senator JOHN G. TOWNSEND, Delaware. 


Introduced in the House March 9, 1933, 
by REPRESENTATIVE Louis LupLow, Indiana. 


Edna St. Vincent Millay. 


A. Marguerite Smith, Mass. a 


Equal Rights 
Glory! 

NEW day confronts us. The thing for which Feminists have. hoped 
and prayed, but scarcely dared believe could happen so soon, has come 
to pass. At Montevideo, Uruguay, on December 16, 1933, the Pan 
American Conference voted to submit to its members a treaty granting equal 
(as between men and women) nationality rights, and to recommend that all 
countries represented at the Conference grant equal civil and political rights 
as soon as possible. 

It is a thing to be shouted from the housetops, yet so stupendous that one 
is almost struck dumb with the wonder of it. That which has happened is. 
the joint work of the women, great and good women, of North and South 
America—of fortunate women for their unfortunate sisters, of those who saw 
the light for those who sat in darkness. It concerns the women of the Rockies 
and the Andes, those living along the Amazon and on the banks of the Missis- 


sippi. It affects women living on the Atlantic and Pacific coasts, from the 


southern boundary of Canada to the uttermost extremity of Cape Horn. 
Regarded primarily, as it must be, as one of the greatest of all triumphs 
in the Feminist program for human liberation, one should not overlook its 
inevitable by-products. The women on the Inter American Commission of 
Women, and allied and co-operating groups, and the thousands of their 
fellow-countrywomen whom each of these represented at Montevideo, form 
a sisterhood of good-will. And as coming generations will revere and honor 
them, so they also and the women who come after them will honor the noble 
men of Mexico and South America who swept aside age-long prejudice to 
acknowledge their belief in the American woman as the equal of the American 


man. Thereby the friendship of all the nations who sign the treaty will be 


more firmly cemented. The women of two continents, emerging from subjec- 
tion, will forge more strongly the links in the chain of Pan American friend- 


: a ship, so that the coming of world peace must now be very close indeed. This 


and the fact that it cannot be long before every girl baby born in South and 
North America will open her eyes on a world that gives her an even chance 
. every boy baby seems almost too good to be true. 

In the fullness of our joy, we should give thanks. Let us set aside Decem- 


ber 16 each year for a Pan American Thankegiving Day. 


“A It Not Time? 


EMINISTICALLY, in the last few days, the world has moved: 80 fast 
that one grows almost dizzy contemplating its efforts to right some of 
the hoary wrongs in which it had become congealed with glacier-like 

impregnability. The Supreme Court, for instance, decided a few days ago 
that in a criminal case in a Federal Court the defendant’s wife is competent 
to testify in his behalf. The decision had hardly been handed down when it 
was put into effect in the United States District Court in Baltimore. 

The old rule disabling spouses to act as witnesses for each other came 


from the common law, many of whose precepts long ante-date the Revolution 


and are therefore less adapted to present-day conditions than the covered 
wagon to modern transportation. But because women were not “persons” 


under the common law, and because the legal systems of the nation and the 


several States were based on the common law, the Supreme Court has decided 
that women are not eligible for jury service in jurisdictions where the right 
to serve on juries is limited by common law to “persons.” 

In its recent decision, however, in which it reverses its former attitude 
on the evidential rule regarding the right of spouses to testify for each other 
in criminal cases, the Court takes a different viewpoint. 

“The public policy of one generation may not, under changed conditions,” : 
it holds, “be the public policy of another,” and it goes on to say that “the final 
question . . . is not that of the power of the Federal courts to amend or 
repeal any ates rule or principle of the common law, for they neither have 
nor claim that power, but it is the question of the power of these courts, in 
the complete absence of Congressional legislation on the subject, to declare 
and effectuate upon common law principles, what is the present rule upon a 
given subject in the light of fundamentally altered conditions, without regard 
to what has previously been declared and practiced.” 

So far as we know there is a “complete absence of Congressional legisla- 
tion” on the subject of jury service for women. And the enfranchisement of 
women not only “fundamentally altered” but revolutionized conditions 
affecting women. Is it not then high time that the Supreme Court took the 
view that women are logically and legally—as well as factually and bio- 
logically—“people” and “persons”? 
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Fi irst International Equal Rights Convention to Be 
Signed at Montevideo 


to press, the marvelous news is 

cabled from Montevideo, Uruguay, 
that the Pan-American Conference, in ses- 
sion in the South American capital, has 
voted to submit to its members a treaty 
guaranteeing equal nationality rights for 
men and women and to recommend that 
all countries represented at the Confer- 
ence grant equal civil and political rights 
as soon as possible. 

The latest advices we have received are 
contained in a cable from Doris Stevens 
in Montevideo to Alice Paul in Wash- 
ington which reads: 


‘ 8 this Sate of Equat Ricuts goes 


December 16, 1933. 

Plenary session of third Committee 
is just ended. Plenary session of the 
full conference is just starting. This 
morning’s vote in full committee was 
as follows: Equal nationality treaty 
was approved by twelve countries. 
United States abstained. Fourteen 
countries voted for continuation of 
Inter American Commission of Wom- 
en. United States spoke against con- 
tinuation of Commission and ab- 
stained from voting. The recommenda- 
tion of full equality in all matters 
received unanimous favorable vote of 
Committee except that United States 
abstained from voting. Cuba ‘and 


Uruguay announced intention to sign 


Equal Rights Treaty. 


Newspaper accounts based on earlier 
cables from Montevideo stated that eleven 
nations had announced that they would 
sign the nationality treaty, these being 
Ecuador, Peru, the Dominican Republic, 
Mexico, El Salvador, Chile, Cuba, Haiti, 
Bolivia, Uruguay and Paraguay. Second 
only in news value to the fact that the 
Inter American Commission of Women 
was victorious in its equality fight is 
the fact that the victory was gained not 
because of, but virtually in spite of, the 
attitude assumed by the United States 
delegation. This country abstained from 
voting on the Equal Nationality Treaty 
and also voted against the continuation 
of the Inter American Commission of 
Women. It abstained from voting on the 
recommendation for full equality in all 
matters. 

This attitude of the United States dele- 
gation was not only a matter of great 
regret and disappointment, but came as 
a profound shock and surprise. At 
The Hague, in 1930, it was the United 
States that took the lead in standing 
against discriminations against women in 
regard to nationality. When an unjust 
convention embodying such discrimina- 
tions was proposed, the United States 
delegation, acting under instructions 


from the President, voted against it, the 
Secretary of State explaining that, “We 
do not in our laws make differences—or 
make few or relatively unimportant dif- 
ferences—as to the rights of men and 
women in matters of nationality.” 

On two other important occasions the 
United States took a definite stand 
against injustice to women in regard to 


A 


WOMEN OF EL SALVADOR DEMAND 
THE VOTE 


Early in December the 
mand for the vote on the the 
women of the Republic of El rage was 
synthesized by the on of an en- 
thusiastic es of ngs at which suf- 
frage tactics are being decided. More than 
two hundred prominent women in San 
Salvador, capital of the republic, have 
been meeting in the home of Dona Maria 
de Chacon, in order to determine upon a 
campaign for the immediate granting of 
Equal Rights. 


Bases for a memorandum to the Salva- 


This 

of fully enfranchising the women of the 

Republic without further delay. a com- 

mission has also been designated to con- 

fer with the President of El Salvador, 
General Maximiliano H. Martinez. The 


Are visiting the 
for 
suffrage nation-wide, and to have all con- 
— exert pressure upon their rep- 
resentatives. 


The question of the recognition of 
political N rights for the women of El 
vador was presented by one of the Con- 
gressmen in the session of 1933, but con- 
sideration of the matter was postponed 
until the regular session of 1934; a delay 
of which women in El Salvador are taking 
the fullest advan in their determina- 
tion to leave undone that wil 
ensure the success of their campaign. 


nationality, one of these being when the 
House of Representatives endorsed the 
vote of the United States delegation at 
The Hague and the other being when 
Secretary of State Stimson sent a letter in 
June, 1931, to the League of Nations in 
which he expressed regret that the United 
States was unable to sign the Convention 
on Nationality. 


According to newspaper accounts, the 


attitude of the United States delegation 
at Montevideo was the result of “ironclad 
instructions from Washington.” It is 
also reported that members of the Inter- 
American Commission of Women believe 
that these instructions took color some- 
what from a cable to Secretary of State 
Cordell Hull by Belle Sherwin, president 
of the League of Women Voters. This 
cable, according to a press release from 
the Washington headquarters of the 
League, reads: 


NMational League of Women Voters 
has long and resolutely supported the 
principle that nationality should be 
determined without discrimination on 
the ground of sex. Believes equal 
nationality treaty is mistaken method 
and recommends progressive evalua- 
tion and adjustment of law rather 
than sweeping declarations which 
take on the authority of supreme 
for local adjustment in respect to dif- 
ferences in social and governmental 
structure. Hold independent nation- 
ality best expedited by action indi- 

vidual governments. 1 


In commenting further on the reasons 
for opposition, Miss Sherwin said: Spe- 


eiflcally the League opposes the Treaty 


for the following reasons: 
“The subject matter of the Treaty is 


vague. We may guess but we cannot 


learn whether or not the law or the prac- 
tice of all of the signatory countries shall 
be uniform and whether or not the high 
contracting powers will be permitted dif- 
ferences in dealing with their own na- 


tionals. 


“The Treaty would be at most a ges. 


ture. It would not in and of itself abolish 


distinctions which can and must be re- 
moved only by changes in the laws of the 
respective signatory powers. 

“The Treaty, or rather the theory back 
of it, represents a fundamental change in 
our legal philosophy. The method of the 
common law is essentially inductive. It 
has followed custom and not attempted 


to create it. The Treaty attempts to im- 


pose something that should be won. 
“The Treaty purports to be a cure-all. 
Panaceas work no better in the body 
politic than they do in the animal body. 
As much work would be required after 


the ratification of the Treaty to abolish 


existing discriminations as is now needed 
but it might be harder to persuade ad- 
ministrations that everything had not 
been done. 

“A Treaty is a matter between govern- 
ments. The abolition of sex discrimina- 
tions lies with the peoples themselves. 
Governments may agree on the extent to 
which they will respect each other’s laws 
but they cannot dictate what those ee 
shall be.” 

The League has opposed the Treaty 
since it was first proposed in connection 
with The Hague Codification Conference 
in 1930 although it has supported the 
principle of independent nationality of 
women since the days before the Cable 
Act which granted independent national- 
ity to American women. 

What has happened at Montevideo, 
however, speaks for itself. Though the 
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United States failed its women and 
those of its sister American republics 
on this tremendously great and historic 
occasion—one, as Doris Stevens said, 
which only those coming after us will 


fully appreiiate, this being the first 


international convention ever to be signed 
on the subject of Equal Rights for wom- 
en—the Inter American Commission had 
many friends who stood by loyally and 
unflinchingly until victory was assured. 


Among the United States organizations, 
in addition to the National Woman’s 
Party, which threw the weight of their 
influence back of the equality measures 
was the National Council of Women, said 
to be the oldest of all feminist organiza- 
tions; the National Association of Women 
Lawyers, and the National Women’s Medi- 
cal Association. Miss Stevens also an- 
nounced at Montevideo that every woman 
member of Congress had asked the Presi- 
dent to support the Equal Rights Nation- 


ality Treaty, among them Representative 


Virginia Ellis Jenckes of Indiana, who, 
on December 14, sent President Roosevelt 
a telegram which read: 


As a “New Deal” woman member 
of Congress representing women’s 
interest not only in the State of 
Indiana but nationally through an 

appeal which has just been made to 
me by women’s organizations, I have 
_ cabled Secretary of State Hull at 
Montevideo the sentiment as ex- 
pressed by women's organizations and 
have appealed to him to urge the dele- 
gation from the United States to 
stand for the adoption of the Nation- 
ality Treaty now before the delegates 
at Montevideo. In view of the desire 
on the part of all American citizens 
to develop friendly and cordial rela- 
tions between the peoples of this 
hemisphere, it would be highly de- 
sirable in my opinion for the United 
States to join with the expressed sen- 
timent of Latin American nations on 
this subject particularly since equal - 
ity in nationality for women is in line 
with the position of the United States 
nationally and internationally. I 
appeal to you as our leader to use 
your good influence to make sure that 
the United States delegation recog- 
nizes the vital importance of their 
immediate support at this time. This 
matter is of such concern that I 
would appreciate having a _ three- 
minute interview with you today or 
tomorrow on this subject. : 


Madame Lilian von Matsch, as Acting 
President of the Women’s Consultative 
Committee created by the Council of the 
League of Nations, urged favorable action 
on the equal nationality treaty in the 
name of the women of the world. Women’s 
organizations of forty-two countries with 
an approximate membership of forty-five 
million women are represented in the Con- 
sultative Committee for which Madame 
von Matsch spoke. A memorandum sent 
by her to the President reads: 


To the President of the United States, 


The White House, 
Washington, D. C. 
December 14, 1933. 
MpMORANDUM 

On behalf of the Women’s Consul- 
tative Committee on Nationality 
Created by The Council of the League 
of Nations I feel that it is my duty to 
lay before you the fact that our com- 
mittee, which represents women’s or- 
ganizations in forty-two countries 
with a combined membership of ap- 
proximately forty-five million women, 
has on two occasions given its en- 
dorsement to the treaty to establish 
equality in nationality which is now 


under consideration at the Confer- 


ence of American States at Monte- 
video. 
The Women’s Consultative Com- 


mittee on Nationality created by the 


League of Nations endorsed this pro- 
posed treaty in its report to the 
League of Nations Assembly in 1931, 
as follows: 


This Committee wishes to ex- 
press its support of the proposal 
put before The Hague Codification 
Conference by the delegation from 
Chile for a world agreement on 
nationality, reading: 

‘The contracting States agree 


that, from the going into effect 


of this Convention there shall 
be no distinction based on sex 
in their law and practice relating 
to nationality’.” 


The report containing this endorse- 
ment was signed by the International 


Council of Women, the Women’s In- 


ternational League for Peace and 
Freedom, the Inter American Com- 
mission of Women, the Equal Rights 
International, the World Union of 
Women for Peace and Concord, the 
All Asian Conference of Women, the 
International Alliance of Women for 
Suffrage and Equal Citizenship, and 


the International Federation of Uni- 


versity Women. 


The Women’s Consultative Commit. 
tee on Nationality created by the 


League of Nations again endorsed 


this proposed treaty in a report 
adopted on June 11, 1933, for presen- 
tation to the 1933 Assembly of the 
League. This report stated: : 
“We urge the Assembly to take 

the only effective step for the solu- 


tion of this problem, namely to 


frame and present to the govern- 


ments a new nationality conven- 


tion on the lines of that proposed 
by the representative of Chile at 
the Hague Conference of 1930, 
reading: | 
‘The contracting States agree 
that from the going into effect of 
this Convention there shall be no 
distinction based on sex in their 
law and practice relating to 
- nationality’.” 


This recommendation was signed 
by all of the organizations repre- 


_ sented at the meeting. They were: 


The International Council of Women, 
the Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom, the Inter 
American Commission of Women, the 
Equal Rights International, and the 
All Asian Conference of Women. 


Equal Rights 


On behalf of our committee may 1 
express to you the earnest hope that 
the United States delegation at Monte- 
video will give its support to the 
Equal Nationality Treaty. | 

(Signed) LILIAN von Marscn, 

Acting President of the Women’s 

Consultative Committee Created 
by the Council of the League of 
Nations. 


One of the most eloquent pleas for jus- 
tice for women was made by Angel 
Alberto Giraudy, Cuban Minister of Labor 
and chief Cuban delegate to the Seventh 
Pan American Conference, who delivered 
an address, December 4, in which he said: 

At the present; when humanity is 

passing through one of the most criti- 

cal periods registered in the annals 
of history is the time when those who 

people this continent must strengthen 
the bonds of affection, bonds which 
should never be loosened. The people 
of the world are suffering hunger and 
thirst of justice: justice for the ragged 
multitudes who, like nomadic tribes, 
wander from tribe to tribe seeking 
greater well-being ; justice for the un- 
employed; justice for the sons and 
daughters of those to whom a de- 
generated and cruel society refuses 

even warmth of paternal love; justice 
for woman, man’s comrade in pain 
and sacrifices and yet converted into 
his slave instead of being his equal; 
justice, finally, for saddened peoples, 
for small nations who are menaced 
by absorption into the larger when 
not actually annihilated from the face 
of the earth. | | 


We. must free. our subconscious 


minds from the inferiority complex 
which exists therein; wrench them 
from selfishness which disfigures, 
which blinds us; bring up from the 
very depths of our afflicted souls the 
fountain of love which resides there 
to pour it into the consciences of 
men. 


Hamilton Fish, ranking member of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee in the House 
of Representatives, sent Mr. Hull the fol- 
lowing wire: 
Washington, D. C., 
December 16, 1933. 
Hon. Cordell Hull, 

Montevideo, Uruguay. 

Urge you make utmost effort for 
adoption Equal Nationality Treaty by 
Pan American Conference. House 
passed unanimously, May, 1930, my 

resolution declaring it to be policy 
of the United States that there should 
be no distinctions based on sex in 
treaties, law and practice relating to 
- nationality and commending United 

States delegates at Hague which 

voted against unequal treaty. Senate 

approved unanimously on March 3 

Equal Nationality resolution and 

similar legislation now pending in 

House favorably reported from Immi- 

gration Committee. 3 

HAMILTON F isu, In., 
Ranking Member of Foreign 
Affairs Committee. 


And James Brown Scott, President of 
the American Institute of International 
Law, and staunch advocate of Equal 
Rights, cabled (a longer statement by 


? 
> 
‘ 
is 
17 
4 
, 
— 
RY 
ip? 
1255 
€ 
he 
ot 
ay 
* 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
5 


December 23, 1933 


Dr. Scott concerning the treaty to estab- 
lish equality in nationality will be pub- 
lished in next week’s issue of Equa. 
Ricuts) as follows: 
December 15, 1933. 
Hotel Parque, 
Montevideo, Uruguay. 

On two occasions Governing Board 
of American Institute International 
Law unanimously approved the Na- 
tionality Draft Convention now be- 
fore the Conference at Montevideo. 
No adequate legal reason for United 
States delegation to oppose nation- 
ality treaty since United States com- 
mitted statute on equality of the 


in 
Brown Scott. 


Also, because of advices received from 
Montevideo that the proposed treaty proj- 
ect on the nationality of women had been 
recommended for adoption by the repre- 


sentatives of Brazil, Chile, Cuba, Mexico, 
Peru and Uruguay, a delegation from the 
National Association of Women Lawyers 
called on William Phillips, Acting Secre- 
tary of State, December 14, at the State 
Department, to ask that the United States 
delegates in Montevideo be instructed to 
exert their influence to have the project 
adopted. 

The delegation was headed by Olive 
Stott Gabriel of New York, president of 
the Association, and the interview was 
arranged by Rebekah S. Greathouse, 
Assistant United States Attorney of the 
District of Columbia and member of the 
Executive Committee of the Association 
of Women Lawyers, who is also Secretary 
of the National Woman’s Party. A full 
account of the interview will appear in 
next week’s issue of Ricuts. 
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The members of the Inter American 
Commission of women are: Argentina, 
Sra. Ernestina A. Lopez de Nelson; Bra- 


zil, Sra. Manuel de Oliveira Lima; Chile, . 


Srta. Aida Parada; Colombia, Sra. Maria 
Elena de Hinestrosa; Costa Rica, Sra. 
Lydia Fernandez Jiménez; Cuba, Sra. 
Elena Mederos de Gonzalez; Dominican 
Republic, Sra. Gloria Moya de Jiménez; 
Ecuador, Sra. Rosa Huerta de Viteri La- 
fronte; Guatemala, Sra. Irene de Peyré; 
Haiti, Mme. Téligny Mathon; Mexico, 
Sra. Margarita Robles de Mendoza; 
Nicaragua, Sra. Juanita Molina de Fro- 
mén; Panama, Srta. Leda. Clara Gon- 
zalez; Paraguay, Sra. Carmen G. de Yns- 
fran; Peru, Srta. Belén de Osma; Salva- 


dor, Sra. Maria Alvarez de Guillén-Rivas; 


United States, Doris Stevens; and Vene- 
zuela, Sra. Clotilde C. de Arvelo. 


Report Florence Bayard Hilles BiennialConvention 


"N GIVING an account of my steward- 
ship, to which I was elected in Janu- 
” ary, 1933, on Mrs. Wiley’s resignation, 
due to her election as president of the 
District of Columbia Federation of Wom- 
en’s Clubs, and which I accepted with 
the full understanding that it was only 
to complete her term of office, the follow- 
ing in chronological order are the events 
of our organization for the past year: 


Continued activity in behalf of the Na- 
tionality Bill, the Economic Act and the 
Reservation to the World Court Adher- 
ence and the Equal Rights Amendment. 


On January 26th, we received the sad 
news of the death of our President, Mrs. 
Oliver H. P. Belmont, at her home in 
p 


In ͤ 1927, Mrs. Belmont had written a 
letter to Miss Paul, in which she gave 
instructions as to the arrangements by 
which she would like to have her funeral 
carried out. Miss Paul, who was at the 
moment in Geneva, where she had been 
for 22 months directing the international 
work for the Woman’s Party, immediately 
sailed for home, arriving only a few days 
before the Berengaria came out with 
Colonel and Madame Balsan, who were 
bringing home Mrs. Belmont’s body. The 
funeral services were held in St. Thomas’ 
Church on February 12th, and the burial 
was in Woodlawn Cemetery, the National 
Woman’s Party carrying out, as far aa 
possible, Mrs. Belmont’s wishes, and with 
the sympathetic co-operation of her 
family. 

On March 3rd, on the last day of the 
session, and after much hard work, we re- 
joiced at the passage by the Senate of the 
Nationality Bill, but, alas, in the rush of 
innumerable bills, it failed of signature, 
and so was lost. 

On March 4th, came the inauguration of 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 


On March 9th, the Equal Rights Amend- 


ment was introduced in the United States 
Senate by Senator John G. Townsend, 
Jr., of Delaware, and by the Honorable 


Louis Ludlow of Indiana in the House. 


On March 28th, we had a hearing on the 
Nationality Bill before the House Immi- 
gration Committee, Honorable Samuel 
Dickstein, chairman, with seven national 
organizations working with us. 

On March 29th, Senator Gerald P. Nye 


of North Dakota introduced the Equality 


Reservation te the World Court Adher- 
ence, 

On April 8th, together with the nine na- 
tional organizations, we organized a 
deputation to the Director of the Budget, 
Mr. Lewis H. Douglas. During this 


month, we endorsed the reappointment as 


Civil Service Commissioner of the Hon- 
orable Jessie Dell of Georgia. 
During the early part of the session, 
we had the indefatigable services of Miss 
Elsie Hill and Mrs. Iris Calderhead 
Walker. | 
On April 15th, we sent a protest by tele- 
graph to the President, protesting against 
his appeal to the Governors of thirteen 
industrial States to sponsor minimum 
wage laws for women and children, but 
not for men; also a protest to the Gov- 
ernors of the thirteen States to whom 
the President had sent his message. 

On April 17th, a third hearing took 
place before the Sub-committee of the 


House Immigration Committee. At this 
hearing the committee limited the speak- 


ers to the State and Labor Departments. 

On May 4th, was introduced the Black- 
Connery Labor Bill. At this, and many 
of the hearings of the Labor Codes, the 
National Woman’s Party has been repre- 
sented, and wherever and whenever possi- 
ble has protested against discriminations 
against women in hours and pay. The 
question of economic rights for women 
came up in the Black-Connery Thirty- 
Hour-Week Bills, and in consideration 


of the married persons section of the 
Economic Act. 

On May 27th and 28th, a conference of 
Woman’s Party workers was held in 
Washington, organized under the direc- 
tion of Mrs. Donald R. Hooker. 

Immediately before the first session, we 
organized a group to go to the hearing 
before the Sub-committee of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee for the Equal Rights 
Amendment, Honorable Samuel Bratton 
of New Mexico, chairman; Senator 
Townsend ‘Speaking in behalf of the 
amendment and introducing me. 

The Equal Rights and Nationality Bill 
on May 11th was reported out of the 
House Immigration Committee, with the 
recommendation that it be adopted by 
the House. 


On June 15th, the special emergency 


session came to an end, although called to 


deal with matters concerning the eco- 


nomic crisis, and avowedly excluding all 


but “recovery” matters, the Congress, 
nevertheless, considered various Equal 
Rights measures of importance to women. 

On July 8th, a ceremony of tribute, in 
honor of Mrs. Belmont and other great 
women pioneers, was held in the Sylvan 
Theatre in the grounds of the Washing- 
ton Monument in the presence of more 
than 22,000 persons, and with more than 
thirty organiizations taking active part. 

This pageant was directed by Marie 
Moore Forrest. On the day following the 
tribute in honor of Mrs. Belmont, a group 


of women, who had come to Washington 


to take part in the ceremonies, went to 
the Shrine of Feminism in the crypt of 
the Capitol and laid wreaths near the 


busts of Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady 


Stanton and Susan B. Anthony. We 
were very fortunate at this time in hav- 


ing Anita Pollitzer come to headquarters. 


On July 16th, it was my pleasure to go 
to Chicago to a meeting of the Interna- 
tional Council of Women. 
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On August 22nd, I attended and spoke 
at the Conference of Social Economic 
Problems and their educational implicity, 
sponsored by the George d Uni- 
versity in Washington. 

August 18th marked the thirteenth an- 
niversary of the winning of suffrage. Con- 
tinued letters to the President asking for 
an interview. 

Arrangements were made for the 
awarding of the prizes, given by Mrs. 
Belmont for the Equal Rights Contest. Of 
these prizes, the first for $500, was won 
by Miss Elizabeth W. Higgins of Middle- 
bury College, Middlebury, Vermont; the 
second for $200 was won by Miss Thyra 
R. Smith of MacMurray College, Jack- 
sonville, Illinois. After a delightful 


visit with these students at headquarters, 
a dinner was given with more than 100 
guests. Just before leaving Washington, 
a Students’ Council meeting was held at 
headquarters. The acting chairman of 
the National Students’ Council elected 
was Miss Elizabeth McGing of Goucher 
College, Baltimore, Maryland. The meet- 
ing was attended by representatives of 
twelve leading colleges. 

At various times during the year I have 
spoken for the National Woman’s Party 
in Detroit, Philadelphia, New York, Bal- 
timore, Washington and the Women’s 
College at Newark, Delaware; have been 
also the guest of the National Woman's 
Press Club and the Herald Tribune 
Conference in New York. 

With the exception of two weeks, since 


Equal Rights 


I took office, I have gone every week to 
Washington, and have attended as faith- 
fully to my duties as was possible under 
the conditions of living at a distance 
from my headquarters. I did not have 
to have this experience as National 
Chairman to make me realize the impor- 
tance of the work of the National Wom. 
an’s Party, and in laying down this office, 
I can only say that while my present offi- 
cial relation ceases, it in no way lessens 
my interest, desire, nor my intention of 
working with unabated zeal, so far as my 
abilities will permit, for our cause. 

I have been very fortunate in. being 
given the unquestioned support and loyal- 
ty of this organization, and for my asso- 
ciation with my colleagues I have un- 
bounded gratitude. 


Equal Rights World Issue, Declares Alice Paul 


LICE PAUL, in a statement issued 
recently at the Headquarters of 
the National Woman’s Party, de- 

claring that women are threatened with 
being pushed back into the dark ages, 
said: 

“The efforts today of women at Monte- 
video to obtain equality for American 
women are of the most vital concern, not 
alone to women in this hemisphere but 
to the women of the world. The struggle 
that has been going on at the Pan Ameri- 
can Conference is one of the great and de- 
cisive battles of feminism. In Europe 


women are threatened with the loss of 
everything they have won. They are being 


made again the chattels and hand-serv- 
ants of men. 

“The pronouncement by the govern- 
ments of the American democracies that 
in these countries of the New World 
women shall be free and equal, should go 
far toward checking the cruel and dan- 
gerous anti-feminist reaction in Europe. 
Nothing could make clearer the need 
for action by international agreement 


than the action of individual fascist gov- 


ernments come suddenly into power, in 
depriving their women of all that they 
have gained. Women who have the power 
of suffrage must fight today for the women 


of the world.” 


The Inter American Commission of 
Women which is working for sex equality 
in the laws of North and South American 
republics was set up by the Sixth Pan- 
American Conferences at Havana in 1928. 
It was established to investigate and re- 
port on the status of women under the 
laws of the twenty-one member republics. 
In its report are twenty-one synopses of 
those laws, showing all discriminations 
based on sex. The equality convention 
that is recommended reads: 

“The contracting States agree that 
upon the ratification of this treaty men 


and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the territory subject to their 
respective jurisdiction.” 

Calling attention to the increasing im- 
portance given to women’s rights by the 
two preceding Pan-American Conferences, 
the report deplored that “at a critical mo- 
ment in our history, when fears are 
abroad that our social order is disinte- 
grating, the authoritative counsel of 
women is rejected and despised.” On the 
commission all of the republics. of the 
Western Hemisphere, except Honduras 


and Uruguay, were represented. 


“The Inter American Commission of 
Women holds,” the report said, “that the 
proposition, embodied in the law of most 
American States, that men are, by nature, 
entitled to rule over women is on its face 
scandalous and unworthy of a hemisphere 
dedicated to freedom. | 

“In nearly all the Americas a woman 
with genius for the professions or for com- 


merce or industry is surrounded by re- 


strictions not put upon men, and after 
marriage she may engage in these occu- 
pations only by permission of her husband 
or of the courts. By the law of most 
American States this permission may be 
dispensed with only in the event he has 
lost his mind, is imprisoned for crime, is 
dead or his whereabouts unknown. It is 
a tragic fact that, under present bar- 


barous laws, women cannot find full free- 


dom to develop their talents until dis- 
aster, dishonor or death has overcome 
their chosen mates. 

“Viewed as a whole—there are honor- 
able exceptions—these laws present a pic- 
ture of discriminations, of great and petty 
tyrannies, which no thoughtful American 
can, in good faith, justify. In the light of 
these laws, the status of women on this 
hemisphere can only be termed that of a 
slave, in the precise meaning of the word 
—as suffering many of the same civic dis- 


qualifications as that of the Brazilian 
male freed forty-five years ago by the 
Regent Dona Isabella. 

“As precedents for our proposed con- 
vention may be cited the Anti-Slavery 
Treaty of 1926, which outlawed forever 
human bondage, and the Treaty of Paris 
of 1928, denying the right of nations to 
use war as an instrument of national 
policy. In both these instances, the ma- 
jority of the States of the world denied 
to. themselves unworthy rights which.they. 
no longer desired to exereise in their own 
respective jurisdietions. 

We ask the American States to agree 
to renounce this bare legal right to vio- 
late those precious attributes of self-gov- 


ernment toward which all human beings 


aspire. We ask them to agree to outlaw 
the anti-social system which now stigma- 
tizes one-half the adult members of their 
communities as irresponsible wards of 
man and of the State.” | 

The members of the commission which 
drew up the report are given on page 365 
of this issue of Fieuts. 

Some of the principal findings listed in 
the tabulations of the legal codes were: 

Women may not enter and practice all 
the professions on the same terms as men 
in twelve countries. They may enter and 
practice on the e terms in four coun- 
tries, Information was 1 
five countries. 

Women may not vote on any terms in 
sixteen countries. They may not vote on 
the same terms as men in two countries. 
They may vote on equal terms in three 
countries. | 

Women may not hold public office on 
the same terms as men in sixteen coun- 
tries, but are on terms of equality in this 
respect in three countries. | 

The right to engage in business is for- 
bidden to a married woman, without the 
consent of her husband or of a court or 
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both in twelve countries. In the United 
States this situation applied to only three 
States. She may engage in business with- 
out her husband’s consent in six countries 
and forty-five States of the United States. 
Information was incomplete in three 
countries. 

A married woman, while living with her 
husband, may not jointly administer their 
common property in nineteen countries. 
Neither husband nor wife has greater 
rights in administering their common 
property in two countries, 

The mother does not have joint author- 
ity with the father over their children in 
nineteen countries, not including the 


United States, where only seven States 
have this limitation. She has such joint 
authority in two countries. | 

Women may not serve on juries in any 
of the Latin-American countries where 
the jury system prevails, nor in twenty- 
seven States of the United States. 

A wife has no voice in determining the 
conjugal domicile, while living with her 
husband, in twenty countries. 

The legal age for marriage of boys and 
girls is unequal in twenty countries and 
forty-five States of the United States, 
while equal ages are provided in only 


one country and three States of the 


Unites States. 
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Men and women may not obtain a 
divorce on equal grounds in fourteen 
countries and twenty-eight States of the 
United States. Equal grounds are ad- 
mitted only in nineteen States of the 
United States. Neither party can obtain 
a divorce on any grounds in five countries 
and one State of the United States. 

A wife may not administer her own 
separate property on the same terms as 
her husband administers his in thirteen 
countries and two States of the United 
States. She has such rights in six coun- 
tries and forty-six States of the United 
States. The status in El Salvador is 
doubtful. 


Victory Dinner Harrisburg Program 


IGHT after the recent Biennial in 
Wilmington, Equat Ricuts in- 
dulged in a little prophecy by fore- 

casting the probability that the next, na- 
tional convention would be a “victory” 
convention. 

That prophecy is being fulfilled even 
earlier than the prognosticators dreamed. 
The coming Regional Conference, to be 
held January 13 and 14 at the Penn- Har- 
ris Hotel in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 
though not a national gathering, will in 
a very glorious sense be a “victory” occa- 
sion. Who would have dreamed on No- 
vember 4 and 5, that a little more than a 
month later, the women of Pan America 
would know that twelve nations, through 
their accredited delegates at Montevideo, 
had approved a treaty whose purpose is 
to establish equality of nationality for 
men and women on the Pen hemis- 
phere? 

The dinner on ine January 13, 
at the Penn-Harris Hotel in Harrisburg, 
will therefore be a “victory” dinner. It 
is hoped that Doris Stevens and other 
heroines of Montevideo will be there to 
tell the story of their triumph. Members 
of the Party, whether living in the five 
States comprising this region or not, 
should endeavor to be on hand to. get 
first-hand impressions of an event which 
can lead only to the complete liberation 
of women all over the world. 

Aside from the thrill that will be given 
the Conference because of the news from 
Montevideo, the program contains a num- 
ber of worth-while and inspiring features. 
Members of the Party have heard about 
the new chairman—Sarah T. Colvin of 
St. Paul, Minnesota. This will give them 
an opportunity to see and meet her. In 
addition, they will have the chance to 
Tenew acquaintances with their much- 
loved former chairman, Florence Bayard 
Hilles of Wilmington, Delaware. Mrs. 
Colvin will open the convention on Sat- 
urday morning and Mrs. Hilles will pre- 
side at the opening session. 


Two of Mrs, Colvin’s plans for making 


the work of the Party more effective and 


far-reaching are to increase the member - 


ship to 200,000 and to divide the organi- 
zation into regional groups. Sara B. 
Cummings, acting Philadelphia chairman, 
has been forehanded enough to ask that 
the first Regional Conference be held in 


FROM FAR-EAST INDIA 


As exemplifying the spirit of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, the Philadelphia 
City Branch in a recent bulletin prints 
the following lines written by Rabindra- 
nath Tagore, the East Indian poet: 


Where the mind is led forward by Thee | 
head is held high; 

Where knowledge is free; 

Where the world has not been broken up 
into fragments by narrom domestic 
walls; 

Where words come out from the depth of 
truth; 

White striving stretehes tts artes 
toward perfection; 

Where the clear stream of reason has not 
lost its way into the dreary desert 
sand of dead habit; 

Where the mind is without fear and the 
into ever-widening thought and 
action— 

Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, 
let my country awake. 


her State, and is in charge of the pro- 
gram. The region to be represented will 
include, in addition to Pennsylvania, the 
States of Maryland, New York, New Jer- 
sey and Delaware. But, as has already 
been stated, members of the Party from 
other States are invited and urged to 
come. It is hoped to make the first 
Regional Conference one that will serve 
as an inspiration and model to all suc- 
ceeding ones. | 

Three points of great importance to be 
taken up at the Regional Conference will 
be the adoption of by-laws for the gov- 
ernment of the regional organization, the 
formulation of rules to govern the seat- 


ing of delegates at the next Annual Con- 


vention of the Party, and the selection of 
the place for holding the Annual Conven- 
tion. On all of these matters there will 
be opportunities for full and free dis- 
cussion; in fact, this is to be the rule at 
all the business sessions. At each meet- 
ing there will be only one or two speak- 
ers or leaders, leaving plenty of time for 
round-tables in which, it is hoped, as 


many as possible will actively participate. 


The program as so far arranged by 
Mrs. Cummings is as follows: 


SarurDay, JANUARY 13— 

9.00 to 9.30 A. M.—Parliamentary 1 law 
Discussion. 

9.30 to 11.15 A. M Credentials Com: 
mittee meets. 

10.15 A. M. to 12 .nl natin. 
called to order by Sarah T. Colvin, 
National Chairman; presiding officer, 
Florence Bayard Hilles, former Na- 

tional Chairman. Conference on 
Congressional Work, led by Anita 
Pollitzer, National Congressional 
Chairman. 

12.30 P. M.—Luncheon, Elizabeth S. 
Baker of Harrisburg, toastmistress. 

2.30 to 4.30 P. M.— Meeting and Elec- 
tion of Officers of National Students’ 
Council, Betty McGing, Acting Na- 
tional Chairman, presiding. Election 
of permanent officers and adoption 
of by-laws. 

7.00 P. M.—Victory Banquet. 

Sunpay, JANuARY 14— 

9.30 to 10.15 A. M —Parliamentary Law 
Discussion. 

10.15 A. M. to 12 M.—Program in 
charge of Business and Professional 
Women’s Council. Election of — 
al officers. 

12.30 P. M.—Luncheon, Amelia Himes 
Walker of Baltimore, toastmistress. 

2.30 to 3.30 P. M.—Discussion of Prob- 
lems of the Industrial Woman. 

3.30 P. M.—Report of Resolutions Com- 
mittee. Adoption of by-laws for the 
Regional Organization. 

4.00 P. M.—Informal reception and so- 
cial meeting. 
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News from the Field 


Correction 

N the December 9 issue of Equa. 

Ricuts it was stated that the call to 
women—which appeared in that issue— 
to be on their guard against the enact- 
ment of labor legislation, which would 
violate their constitutional right to con- 
tract for their labor on the same terms as 
men, had been reprinted from the Bulle- 
tin of the Philadelphia Branch of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party. This call was 
written and printed by the Literature 


Committee of the Woman's Party. last 


spring, and the circulars may be obtained 
from the National Headquarters in Wash- 
ington at twenty-five cents a hundred. 


What Hope for Cuba? | 
HIS was the subject of an address 
made by Dr. Esther J. Crooks, asso- 
ciate professor of Spanish at Goucher 
College, and chairman of the National 
Committee on Cuban-American Relations 
of the Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom, at a dinner meeting 
of the Business and Professional Women’s 


Council of the Maryland Branch of the 


National Woman’s Party. ‘The dinner 
was held, December 12, at the Madison 


House in Baltimore. Ida I. Kloze, seven 


dent of the Council, presided. 


Dr. Crooks attributed Cuba’s init 
difficulty to economic, not to political, Hexe, deaf to the swish, of the tropic seas 


conditions. She said in part: 


“In the country's economic. status, 


sugar is the determining factor, since 80 
per cent. of her national income is from 
sugar. Cuba doubled her production of 
sugar during the World War and in the 


years immediately following the war the 


European countries and some of their 
dependencies could not produce sugar at 
the usual rate. The increase in the pro- 
duction of sugar during these years was 
due also to the tariff reduction of 1913. 
In this period forests were cleared and 
sugar was planted everywhere. A period 
of prosperity came to the island and dur- 
ing this “Dance of the Millions” Cuba 
went deeply in debt to American banks. 
Very little of the sugar industry is today 
in the power of Cubans. Sixty per cent. 


American firms or firms under American 
control. Very seldom now does the 
colono, the planter who sells his cane to 
the mill for a percentage of the sugar de- 
rived from his cane, — land W 


On the Way t to 
NNE CARTER of Texas, a member 
of the Research Committee of the 


Inter American Commission of Women, 


sends an amusing account of the activities 
of the members of the Commission en 
route to Montevideo. 

The morning after we left Berinvda,” 
she writes, “we got an extra stateroom 
from the purser and set it up as our office, 


with two typewriters and all the other 


paraphernalia * of reports and records. 
and blind to the lure of the tropic stars, 


nights. Like visitors from another world, 
we havé heard the other passengers tell 
at mealtime of the flying fish they have 
seen and the deck sports they have played. 


We have made use of our extra-office ~ 


once. 
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‘hours, whenever we had any, to talk with 
the other delegations on board, and go 
over the nationality report and the report 
on civil and political rights of women for 
their countries with them. The Haitian 
and Honduran delegations are on board 
in full force and have been most friendly. 

“The largest group, of course, is the 
American delegation, headed by Secretary 
Hull. Doris (Miss Stevens) has had a 
long satisfactory talk with him on the 
subject of Equal Rights. He asked to see 


copies of the Congressional hearings on 


the subject and showed an earnest desire 
to hear all sides of the question. We 
have all seen the other delegates—Miss 
Sophonisba Breckenridge, the only wom- 
an official delegate, Mr. Ernest Gruening, 
Mr. Spruille Braden and Mr. James Dunn, 


_ Chief of Protocol, so we shall not be with 


out acquaintances at any rate when we 
arrive at Montevideo. 

“The newspaper men have shown a laud- 
able willingness to be educated. The repre- 
sentatives of the New York Times, Herald- 
Tribune and an Associated Press man 
have all studied Miss Paul’s nationality 
report and the political and civil rights 
report and asked advice about writing 
their stories. 

The brightest moment in the whale | 
voyage was last Monday, November 20, 


when we. crossed the equator, and King 


a Neptune came aboard to try all new- 
we have spent most of our days and ~ 


comiérs to his realm. For once the office 
was entirely deserted while we sat in the 
sun on deck witnessing the trial of our 


more celebrated passengers. Doris Stevens 


was brought before his Oceanic Majesty, 
charged with spreading the doctrine of 
equality. King Neptune, believing firmly 


that every mermaid’s place is in her own 


sea-cave, was much incensed that such 
disquieting ideas should come into his 
kingdom. He decreed that the prisoner 
should be given what in royal parlance is 
known as “the works.” After being 


anointed with whitewash and having an 


egg broken on her brow, she was cast into 
the ship’s pool whence she presently 
emerged, to the court’s disgust, with on 
her ideas intact. 

“At the captain’s dinner, a night or two 
later, we all received diplomas showing 
~ we are no longer neophytes.” ' 
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